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Woodworkers are always looking for ways to improve their workshops, and this book is exactly what

they need to outfit a shop for the first time, or expand their existing shop. Setting Up Shop, Revised

takes the practical knowledge and ingenious solutions of the first edition, and combines them with

additional photos and drawings to create the most comprehensive workshop book on the market.

The second edition includes new photos and also updates on technology especially regarding dust

collection, pneumatic tools, and safety. Topics covered include determining the best shop location,

shop layout, equipping the shop with tools and accessories, shop safety, and storage. Setting Up

Shop, Revised answers the real questions woodworkers have on how to achieve their dream shops,

economically and straightforwardly.
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I am a beginning cabinetmaking student at a local community and technical college here in

Minneapolis, and because I know I have much to learn before setting up my own work space, I

decided to do some research on the topic. Setting Up Shop: The Practical Guide to Designing and

Building Your Dream Shop by Sandor Nagyszalanczy is a lovely book on the subject. The photos

are wonderful, and some of the shops are not so much places of work but an expression of lifestyle!

Particularly beautiful, though by no means the most clever, are those pictured on pp. 15, 58-59 and

84-85.On a more practical level, the book deals with important issues that need to be taken into



consideration prior to putting a shop together. There were a number of points that had not occurred

to me before I read the book, and that despite their fairly obvious nature-like dust control and ceiling

height and the effect of hard floors on joints.I already had a good idea of where my first shop will

be-my basement--and the book provided me with some of the issues most likely to arise out of my

choice of location. Of these noise control, dust control in the presence of forced air heating,

ventilation during finishing processes, the limitations placed on movement of materials due to ceiling

height, the effect of cement floors on my person, and the scarcity of space for large equipment were

important to my situation. The book offers a number of clever suggestions to solve some of these

problems, and I look forward to finding others for myself. Some of the designs for shop-made

shelves for storage are particularly interesting, especially the pull out style wheeled clamp rack that

can be stored out of the way in a narrow otherwise unuseable space.
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